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them to settle in his kingdom, and converted them to the Christian faith.
By forcing Croatia to accept a Magyar prince, his nephew Almos, son of King
Ge'za I, Ladislas prepared the way for the union of that country with Hun-
gary. He took severe measures against those of his subjects who returned
to paganism, and against those who committed theft or acts of violence.

At a great assembly held at Szabolcs in 1092 he promulgated laws
upon religious matters. They authorised the marriage of priests, con-
trary to the traditions of the Roman Church, regularised the collection
of tithes, and enacted rigorous penalties against serfs who worked on
Sunday. The Church, which from the king's successor secured the revo-
cation of the permission of clerical marriage, grateful for his zeal, made
Ladislas a saint.

He was succeeded by Koloman, who reigned from 1095 to 11141. Like
his father, this prince was a reforming monarch and a champion of justice
and order. His "Great Road" (Magna Via\ which was long a main
artery, shews his appreciation of the value of commerce. When the
crusaders passed through Hungary, he entered into relations with Godfrey
of Bouillon, and succeeded in preserving his kingdom from the excesses
of troops not noted for their discipline. The most important event of his
reign was the acquisition of Croatia. This Slavonic province, which to-day
forms part of the Jugo-Slav state, had up till that time been an inde-
pendent kingdom. Koloman succeeded in obtaining his own recognition
as king and was crowned King of Croatia in the town of Bielegrad (Zara
Vecchia), which to-day is no more than a wretched hamlet south of Zara
but was in those days the seat of a bishopric. This Bielegrad has nothing
but its name in common with the present capital of Jugo-Slavia. The
word means "the white castle," and is found no less than five times in
Slavonic countries. At that period, we cannot too often insist upon it,
the use of Latin entirely obscured the difference between the Ural-Altaic
Magyar tongue and the Slavonic Serbo-Croatian language spoken by
their neighbours of Croatia and Dalmatia. Koloman, at a diet held near
Zara in 1108, had to swear to allow no Magyar to enter the Croatian
countries without the permission of the natives. The Venetians at that
time occupied part of the eastern coast of the Adriatic. Koloman took
from them the towns of Split (Spalato), Zadar (Zara), Trogir (Trau);
it was only for a time, it is true, for they were lost again to the sea-power
within a generation3.

Henceforward the destinies of the Croatian nation were associated with
those of the Magyar state; but they were never confounded with them.
In virtue of the agreement of 1108 Croatia preserved the right to control
its own internal constitution, its national army, and its financial system.

1 For the relations of Koloman and his successors till 1197 with Byzantium and
the Serbs, see supra, Vol. iv, and with Germany, Sicily, and the Crusades, Vol. v,
references in the Index.

3 See supra, Vol. iv, pp. 40&, 400-11.